COINAGE

colony, in the same sense in which it afterwards became
Scythian, then Mogul and finally English. That is to say, a
handful of foreigners, supported by mercenary troops, mostly
recruited in the country itself, became masters there, and
levied taxes. It is easily perceived that this kingdom
of Bactria was a centre of attraction for Greek adventurers of
all kinds, beginning with soldiers of fortune and mounte-
banks and passing by way of merchants to the artists who
took upon themselves, among other tasks, that of making the
superb coins, to which we are indebted for the survival of
the classically sounding names and the energetic features of
those so-called "Basileis" changed into very authentic rajas.

SECTION III

Greek   Language:    Indian   language:   Scythian    language.     Greek
type : Semi-Hellenic Type. Indo-Parthian Coins : Kushana Coins.

Greek Language: Greek language in Greek characters :
On the coins of earlier kings from Diodotus to Demetrius,
Greek legends only were employed. After that time we find
usually Greek on one side of the coin only. It is however
quite evident that Greek letters and Greek language were
generally understood in northern India and in Kabul as late
as the second century A.D. This fact clearly established by
the,testimony of coins confirms the otherwise not untrust-
worthy testimony pf Philostratus who represents that Apollo-
nius of Tyana, when he visited India, had no difficulty in
making himself generally understood there by speaking Greek.
During the Hindu revival under the Guptas the Greek language
was probably swept away with other traces of Greek culture.
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